DBECTOR WALES’s 


ELECTION 


M,DCC,LX XXV. 


The Dangers of our national Profperity s and the Way . 
to avoid them. 


A 


eee er eee 


PREACHED BEFORE THE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY... 


é 3 

or Hh =. 
STATE of CONNECTICUY, 
: AT. ef oe 
H AR T F ORD, a 


May 12th, 1785. 


By SAMUEL WALES, D.D. 
Proressor of Divinity at YALE-COLLEGE, 


Do ye thus requite the Lorn, O foolifh people and unwife ? 
Moses, 
Fuftice fandeth afar off; for truth is fallen in the frreet, and equity 


cannot enter. And he that departeth from evil, maketh himelf a prey : 


and the Lor faw it, and it difpleafed him, Isaran. 


Juftum et tenacem propofiti virum, 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non vultus inftantis tyranni 
Mente quatit folida ; 
Si fraétus illabitur orbis, 
Impavidum ferient ruinz.} Hor. 
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‘At a general Affembly of the State of Connecticut, 
~~ holden at Hartford, on the 2d Thurfday of May 
pe BP 3 18s, ic avcide 

RDERED ‘that the Honourable Roger Sherman, 

and Pierpont Edwards, Efquires, return the 
thanks of this Affembly tp the Reverend Doftor Samuel 
Wales, for his Sermon delivered before the Affembly on 
the 121b inf. and defire a Copy thereof that it may be 
printed. #; % 
A true Copy of Record, 

Examined by 
GEORGE WYLLYS, See'ry. 
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DEUTERONOMY VIII. 11, 12, 13, and 14. 


Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not 
keeping his commandments and his judgements and his 
ftatutes which I command thee this day :—Left when 
thou haff eaten and art full, and haft built gaodly bou- 
Jes, and dwelt therein ; And when thy herds and thy 
flocks multiply, and thy filver and thy gold is multiph~ 
ed, and all that thou haft is multiplied ;—Then thine 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God 
which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, 
from the houfe of bondage. 


* Be words contain a divine inftruétion to the 
people of Ifrael, refpecting their ftate of profpe- 
rity in the promifed land. The inftruction is not typi- 
cal or merely local, but of a moral and univerfal nature. 
‘Jt may therefore with propriety, be applied to all peo- 
ple in every age, whenever they are in a profperous 
ftate. With fingular propriety may it be applied to the 
people: of thefe United States, who, after the fevere dii+ 
trefles of unnatural war and civil difcord, are now hap- 
py in the bleffings of peace and plenty. Let me then 
reyuett the indulgence of this very refpectable auditory, 
while, in order to apply to ourfelves the divine caution 
ef our text, I endeavour, 

I. To point out fome, of thofe evils which, as a peo- 
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ple we have reafon to fear in our prefent national prof- 
perity.—And then, 

II. To exhibit, in avery concife manner, that line of 
conduct which we ought to purfue,in order to fecure 
through the divine favour the continuance of thofe blef- 
fings which we now enjoy. 

A political difcuffion of thefe points, it is perfumed 
will not be expected nor defired. It is propofed. to 
confider them efpecially in a moral and religious view. 
Indeed never fhould it be forgotten that all the mea- 
fures of civil policy ought to be founded on the great 
principles of religion ; or, at the leaft, to be perfectly 
confiftent with them : otherwife they will never be e- 
fteemed,becaufe they will be contrary to that moral fenfe 
of right and wreng which God has implanted in the 
breaft of every rational being. But to proceed, - 

I. Let usattend to fome of thofe evils which, as a peo- 
ple, we have reafon efpecially to fear in our prefent natio- 
nal profperity. That-we have been and ftill are greatly 
bleffed with national profperity, I conceive, will not -be 
doubted. We have been often delivered in a moft fig- 
nal manner, both from the fecret ftratagems and the 
open affaults of our enemies. Great is the falvation 
which heaven hath wrought for us in the full reftorati- 
on of the bleffings of peace. The Lord hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad. He hath given us 
a very extenfive country abounding with the richeft gifts 
of nature. With fufficient eafe do we procure all the 
neceffaries, together with moft of the conveniencies and 
delicacies of life. Could we procure them with more 
eafe or in greater plenty, we fhould not be in fo defi- 
rable a fituation as we arenow. A proper view of all 
our various bleffings will lead us to conclude that we 
are indeed the moft highly favoured people under hea- 
ven. God bath not dealt fa with any other nation. 
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But fectirity in’ happinefs ig not the lot’ of humanity. 
This is equally true of all mankind, whether we confi- 
der them as individuals or as united in fociety.” ‘In the 
midft of all our prefent publick happinefs, dangers fur- 


round us and evils hang over our heads. ~ 
The greateft evil by which we ‘are endangerd, and 
which indeed is the’ fource of ail others, is the’ want of 
true-religion. It is true, the fuperior bleffings which 
we enjoy are well calculated. to promote ‘religion, to 
promote each ofits effential branches, piety and charity. 
And fuch ‘affects would thofe'bleffings ‘nattitally ‘pro- 
duce, did we improve them as we ought. _ But through’ 
the perverfenefg of our nature there is much | danger 
that we fhall wfe them for’ very different purpofes. 
When -we are favoured with a profufion of earthly goad, ’ 
we are exceedingly prone to fet our hearts upon it with 
an immoderate affection, neglecting our bountiful Cre- 
ator from whom ‘alone all good is derived. “We bathe 
and bury ourfelves in the ftreams, forgetting the foun.’ 
tain whence they flow. This is indeed a very difinge- 
nuous behaviour towards the Father of mercies. It cers’ 
tainly difcovers a very fordid difpofition, a depraved and 
contracted mind. Such a difpofition, however, is but 
too natural to man in his prefent degenerate ftate. . 
We are much more inclined to murmur at God’s jul 
tice in adverfity than to acknowledge‘his goodnefs in 
profperity ; more ready to view Ged as the author of - 
evil than as the author of good. In the diftreffes of the 
late war, though they were moit evidently brought up- | 
on us by the inftrumentality of men, we were ‘never- 
thelefs much more ready to impute them'to the hand | 
of God, thanwe now areto acknowledge the faine hand | 
in the happinefs of peace, and the other rich bleffings of 
his previdence-and grace. When our wants aré very 
prefiing, we are willing, or pretend to be willing to ap- 
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y to God for relief. But no fooner is the relief given 
than we fet our hearts upon the gift, and : neglect. the. 
giver ; or rather make ule of his own bounty in order, 
to fight againft him. ‘The: reafon is, becauie we are, 
more inclined to love the creature than the Creator, to. 
be lovers of pleafure rather than lovers of God. On 
this account, Mofes with pectliar emphafis warns the. 
Ifraelites to ftand on their guard againft fuch impiety in, 
the days of their profperity :. Beware that thou, forget. 
not the Lord thy God. at ; sien “aur 

If we now attend to matters of fact we fhall find no 
reafon to think more lightly of the dangers before us. , 
‘The hiftory of the Ifraelites fhews us that they. greatly 
needed the caution which Mofes gave them;.. Scarcely 
a profperous period in their hiftory can be pointed out 
which was not followed by 4 decay of piety, and a cor- 
ruption of morals. This was the cafe foon after their. 
happy fettlement in the land of Canaan. This was the 
cafe very frequently in the times of their Judges and 
Kings. And this was eminently the cafe with refpeé , 
to their higheft ftate of wealth: and power under the 
reign of Solomon. The very great profperity,of this’, 
happy réign produced very unhappy effects, even upon 
that wife king, as well as upon his court, and his fub- 
jeéts. The profligacy of his court may be feen in. the 
hiftory of his life: and that the moral. ftate. of his fub- , 
jects was alfo exceedingly corrupt; appears from. their 
conduét immediately after hisdeath. E.ven.in the good , 
reign of the pious Hezekiah, ingratitude and ureligion 
were the confequences of fuccefs.and profperity. He- 
gekiab rendered not accoraing to the benefit. done unté 
him: for bis heart was lifted up; therefore there was 
awrath upon bim; and upon Judah and Ferufalem.* The 
character of Ifrael, as drawn in the ipirit of prophefy 


#* a Chron. xkxii. 24. 
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by Mofes may, with the utmoft propriety, be applied to 
them im-every ftage of their profperity . They bave cor- 
rupted them/felves, their fpot is not the fpot of bis children: 
they are a perverfe and crooked generation... Do ye thus 
requite the Lord, O foolifh people and unwife'?: is he not 
thy father that hath bought thee? bath be not made thee 
and eftablifhed-thee 2 But Fefourun waxed fat and kick- 
ed; thou art waxen fat, thowart grows thicky thou:art 
covered with fatne/s; then be forfook God which made 
him, and lightly efteemed the rock of bis falvation.. They 
provoked bim to jealou/y with ftrange gods; with abomi- 
nations provoked they'bim to anger. . sa 

“Nor was this pernicious effect of abufed profperity 


peculiar to the people of Ifrael.. It has, inone degree, _ 


or another; been common to all people in every age of 
the world. It has been the cafe even with the .Chrifti- 
an Church: »The corifequences of outwatd. profperity 
have been’ often more fatal to the Chriftian :caufe than 
thofe of adverfity. Indeed the diftreffes and. perfecuti- 
ons of the Church. have often produced a very happy 
effect in the advancement of true Chriftianity. Hence 
that obfervation in primitive times: ‘ Ibe blood of the 
Martyrs is the feed of the Charch.” But the like happy 
effect has feldom if ever followed from a ftate of exter- 
nalipeace and opulence. The firft great inftance of fig- 
nal profperity granted to the Chriftians in the begin- 
ning of the fourth Century under Conftantine the great, 
was foon followed by a great lofs of fervent piety, anda 
fad corruption both of doétrinesand morals. And the 
fame fad effect ‘has followed from many. inftances of 
their profperity in fucceeding ages; particularly from 
the flourishing ftate of many proteftant Churches fince 
the grand emancipation’from the Papal. See. Indeed 
wealth'and power have been and ftill are the great fup- 


4 Deut. xxxii. 5, 6, 15, 16: 
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porters of that man of fin who oppofeth and exalteth him 
felf above all that ts called God, or that is worfhipped: 

Wealth, with its common attendants, idlenefs and 
pleafure, were the ruin of Sodom and Gomorrah. “ Be- 
hold, this was the iniquity of Sodom, pride, fulnefs of 
bread, and abundance of tdlenefs was in her and in her 
daughters.”* Thefe fame things were the ruin of 
mighty Babylon. ‘ Thou that art given to pleafares, 
faid the prophet, hat dwelleft carele/sly, that fayeft in 
thine heart, lam, and none elfe befides me.”\| In whata 
ftriking manner were thefe words verified in_ the day of 
her fall!’ The fame things brought deftruétion upon 
each of the four great monarchies, and upon moft of the 
other ftates and kingdoms which have fallen, one after 
another in the fucceflive ages of time. And the very 
fame things have proved ruinous to individuals with- 
out number. Surely we have no reafort to call the 
proud, happy, or to look with a covetous eye upon the 
glare of earthly greatnefs. Mifery lies hid beneath it, 
and deftruétion is its ufuak attendant.: 

Since then’ a profperous ftate has been fo often’ fol- 
Jowed with fuch an-effect both on public communities, 
and on individuals, have we not reafon to fear a fimilar 
effe& from our national ‘profperity at the prefent day ? 
Js it nota fad truth, that fince the commencement of 
the lare war, and efpecially fince the reftoration of 
peace, the holy religion of Jefus, that brighteft orna- 
ment of our world, is, by many lets regarded than it 
was before? and arernot the facred inftitutions of the 
Gofpel more neglected and defpifed? Are not the 
friends of Chrittianity treated withmore difregard ? Are 

“not infidelity aad profligacy of manners, viewed with 
‘Yefsconcern, and by many confidered as matters: of 
trivial confequence? Still, we ought with the higheft 


* Ezck, xvi. go. {t Tfaiah xivii. 8. 


Ee ag. 2] 


gratitude to acknowledge the fovereign gract of Al- 
mighty God, which has, in fome places, been manifefted 
in the fupport of his own caufe. In feveral of our 
States he has been pleated to excite in the minds of many 
individuals, here and there, an unufual attention to di- 
vine and eternal things. He faw us unpurified by the 
furnace of affliétion : He faw us difregarding him while 
he fpake to usin the whirlwind, the earthquake, and the 
fire. Yet has he been pleafed to {peak to us not only by 
the ftill voice of peace after war, but alfo by the omnipo-. 
tent voice ofhis holy Spirit; inviting us to become the 
fubjeéts of the Prince of peace, and making numbers 
in one place and another, as we truft, the a¢tual poffef- 
fors of that peace which the world can neither give nor 
take away. To his great name be all the glory afcrib- 
ed. 

But notwith{tanding fome pleafing appearancesof true 
religion, in feveral places, we have too much reafon to 
fear that “ The unthinking many ” are abufing our prefent 
profperity in fuch a manner as to produce a very dif- 
ferent effect. We have reafon to fear that they are faft 
growing into that flate of irreligion which has been no- 
ticed already. The fymptoms and effects of this evil 
are already too manifeft; and will probably continue 
and increafe unto more ungodsiné/s, unlefs vigorous mea- 
fures be taken to prevent them. Some few of thefe 
evils which may be called fymptoms and effects of ir- 
religion I beg leave particularly to mention. 

In the firft place, One of them which we have much 
reafon to lament and fear, is ingratitude, vile ingrati- 
tude both to God and to man. During the troubles 
of the late war, how ardently did we with for peace ? 
While our lives and liberties were endangered ; while 
our very exiftence as a nation, was in doubt; while we 
were threatened with all the horrors of a crufhed rebel- 
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lion and all the vengeance of a very potent enemy 
peculiarly incenfed againft us; how eagerly did we 
long after that independence, that eftablithed liberty 
and national happinefs which we now enjoy? We then 
faw and felt our need of help from God.” While the 
horrid conteft was long doubtful, we acknowledged 
that tne iffue muft be determined by the fovereign dif- 
pofer of events, At fome periods victory and fuccefé 
were fo greatly in favour of our enemies, and our own 
affairs were, in many refpeéts, fo exceedingly  embar- 
raffed, that the ftouteft hearts were almoft ready to fail. 
At jome feafons there feemed to be no way left but 
To frand pill and fee the falvation of the Lord. This 
falvation we fought of him 3 nor did we feek in vain, 
His own arm brought falvation. By a feries. of the 
moftvifible interpofitions of his providence, he has made 
wars to ceafe thro’ the land, and bleft us with all that 
our hearts defired.. =, Sk ait oe 

But alas! what poor returns have we made to out 
great Deliverer! Witnefs our cold hearts-and our irre- 
ligious lives. How much lefs inclined are we to re- 
turn him fincere thanks for thefe favours now, than we 
were to afk them of him in the’ times of our diftrefs 2 
How {mall are the emotions of gratitude ia our hearts, 
towards the God of all our falvations!: And what little 
honour do we bring tohis name by our lives: and con- 
verfation ! With too much propriety may we apply to 
ourfelves thefe words of the Pfalmift: When he flew 
them, they fought him: and they returned and enquired 
early after God. And they remembered that God was 
their rock, and the high God their Redeemer... Never~ 
thele/s they did flatter him with their mouth and they 
lied unto him with their tongues. For their beart was 
not right with him, neither were they ftedfaft in’ bis co~ 
vewant.™® : ' 
ee * Pialm 78. 34——37. 


{ 33. ] 


Nor have we been guilty of ingratitude towards 
God only ; we have been guilty of the fame evil*to- 
wards man. Although this be a lefs evil than the 
former, it is neverthelefs an evil which we ought te 
condemn and reform. We are certainly under great 
obligations to thofe who have voluntarily taken an. ha- 
zardous ot anexpenfive part, in effecting our late happy 
revolution. They have been, under God, the Saviours 
of our country.” They have been inftrumental in ef- 
feéting one of the moft happy and interefting events 
which have taken’place in the prefent age, or in any 
other. Their merit is certainly great. Yet after all, 
are they not too much in the fituation of the poor wife 
man, mentioned in facred writ, who by his wifdom de- 
livered from impending danger, the city in which he 
dwelt, but was neverthelefs foon univerfally forgotton ? 
Do we give them that praife, that refpect, that reward 
to which they have ajuft claim? That we have not 
yet afforded that reward which they juftly claim, can- 
not be denied. This thought leads me to fay, 
“9, That another particular evil into which we have 
fallen, and by which we’ are much endangered, is in- 
juftice, injuftice to the beft and moft deferving friends 
of our country. Thofe are certainly to be efteemed 
fome of the moft deferving friends of the country, who 
have willingly lent her either their lives or their pro- 
perty in the late important ftruggle. To fuch perfons 
we are under obligations not only of gratitude but of 
juftice. Their voluntary facrifices have, through the 
divine blefiing, purchafed for us our lives and fortunes, 
our liberties, our independence, our peace, and in a 
great meafure, all our temporal happinefs. 

Whether all who thus ferved their country acted 
whoily from difinterefted views, is a queftion which we 
ought not to afk them, and which, with honour, w* 
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cannot afk. That many of them aéted from the moft 
generous and patriotic motives, cannot be doubted by a 
eandid mind. The leatt that we can do for them, ac+ 
sording to ftrict juftice, is to afford them a reward e- 
qual to the full import of our promifes. This, how- 
ever, with regret be it fpoken, has not been done. But 
in lieu of this, many who have generoufly loaned their 
property tothe country in the feafon of her mott pref. 
jing want and danger, have for a long time been. una-= 
ble to obtain a fingle farthing either.of the principle or 
of the intereft, though both have been long juftly due.* 
And whenever any payments of annuities have been 
attempted, they have been generally, if not univerfally 
made in a depreciating medium which immediately anni- 
hilated in their hands a very confiderable part of its 
nominal value. Inafimilar way have we effected moft 
ofthe payments which have been made to our armies. 
Indeed as to moft of our public fecurities, there has uni- 
formly been a wide difference between their real and 
their nominal value, This is a difference which never 
ought to have exifted: a difference manifeftly contrary 
to the nature and claims of juftice and truth. And _af- 
ter all, the faithful Soldier who has in the face of the 
greateft difcouragements and dangers perfevered in the 
fervice of his country to the clofe of the war, receives a 
very confiderable part of his pay in a paper medium 
which he is obliged to fell or barter for one eighth part 
of its nominal value, one half quarter only of the value 
for which he receives it. : ; 

- Gladly would I draw a veil over this part of our na- 
tional conduct, were it poflible, and could it be done 


with propriety. But it cannot be done, jt ought not 


to be.attempted. The beit and wifeft thing which we 


* Since the above was written, the author is happy to &nd that provifion has 
been lately made for the payment of fome part of the intereft of our national 
debi, t¢ which debt he bere referred. 


Eat 
tan now do with regard to this matter, is, to reprobaté 
our own conduct and reform it for the future. Let us 
not pretend any longer to excufe ourfelves by promil> 
ing and promifing that we will do juftice to our cred i- 
tors at fome diftant period of time. Such promifes are 
eafily made and commonly. of little worth. Nor do 
they by any means anfwer the demands of juftice pro- 
vided they fhould be hereafter fulfilled. For juftice 
requires punctuality with refpect to the time of pay- 
ment as really as with refpe&t to the fum which is due. 


A failure in the former of thefe points, is often more — 


pernicious than in the latter. Let us no longer plead 
inability in our own vindication. I hope indeed this. 
plea may be made in vindication of fome of our paft defi- 
ciences, but ! fear itcan by nomeans juftify them all. Itis, 
at beft, but a very difhonourable piea:becaufe it, is fo 
often ufed merely as a mafk, for injuitice, and always 
can be ufed in one fhape or another by. thofe who are 
unwilling to pay their debts. —As a people, we are not 
poor, but rich, and have large refources of public reve- 
nue. If we ave but willing todo juftice, and do not 
needlefsly embarrafs the hands of government, we fhall 
be under no neceffity of defrauding or injuring our 
creditors. If we cannot immediately pay them the 
principle of our debt, we can, at leatt, pay the intereft, 
and thereby at once place our credit on a more ref{pect- 
able footing. r / 
Britain, loaded witha bebt more than thirty times fo 
large as ours, and carrying an annual intereft larger 
than our whole debt, neverthelefs pays the intereft punc~ 
tually, maintains her credit, and can borrow money 
from her fubjeéts at pleafure. At the fame time her 
civil lift and other annual expences are far greater than 


ourseven in proportion to her wealth, and perhaps grea- . 


ter almoft in the fame proportion with her national debr. 
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debtc* ‘Whatever difference there may be between her 
fource of revenue and.ours, or what ever difference there 
_ may. be between her and us in any, other refped, fill 
with regard to public juitice to her creditors, fhe af- 
fords us an example-which we ought not to behold 
without felf-condemnation. 9 
Our .public injuftice: is attended with confequences 
moft deploratle and alarming. — It ‘expofes us to the 
high difpleafure of that God who-from.everlafting, to.e- 
verlatting, Joverh righteoufne/s and hateth iniquity. It 
tends to render public faith contemptible and is highly 
injurious to our national character. It gives too much 
countenance to the reproach of our enemies who have 
ftigmatized us with the character of a knavith, faithlefs 
eople ; covering the moft iniquitous defigns under the 
garb of liberty and the cloak of religion. It is hurtful 
to many literary and religious in{titutions ; while. the 
monies which were charitably given for their fupport 
are detained. and perverted to a very different purpofe. 
It is attended with great cruelty towards widows and 
orphans, towards the poor and needy, and many other 
individuals who have fuffered extremely for the, want 
of thofe monies which are their juft due, and to.which 
they have an indifputable claim. ea 
~The cries of fuch perfons enter into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaotb.. Is not this unjuft detention of pro+ 
perty, in a particular manner attended with cruelty:.to 
the generous Soldier, who has nobly braved fatigues , 
and dangers, and deaths, for our fake, who has faithfully 
adhered to our caufe while thoufands deferted it, while 
thoufands and ten thoufands of his brethren. perifhed 
around him bythe horrors of ficknefs and the fword, 
and the far greater horrors of Britifh prifon-fhips, and 


* The national debt of Britain is 280 millions fterling, carrying an intereft of 
£500000. ‘The national: debs of the United States is not far from g millions iw 
the fame money. 
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Britifh jails ? Who of us would be willing to endure 


the like fatigues and be expofed to the like dangers for 2 


the contemptible reward which we now afford the Soldi- 
er? Who wouldnot think himfelf affronted by the ve- 
ty propofal of fo imall a reward for fo great a fervice. 
This public injuftice deftroys fome of the moft im- 
portant ends of civil fociety; fuch as an equal adminif- 
tration of jufticé, and the fecurity of property. It. in- 
volves us in fome of the ‘worft evils of tyranny and 
defpotifin, while we are flattering outfelves with the 
pleafing names of liberty and independence. It tends 
to deftroy all confidence in the Public, and to create a 
diftruft of Government. For if fuch a flagrant violati- 
on of juftice may be practifed in one inftance, how do 
we know but the like may be praétifed in many inftan- 
ces} or what one right have we which is properly fe- 
cured? If the Public, as a bedy, will. allow themielves, 
in any one inftance, to injure dn individual, every mem= 
ber of the Public is in’ conftant danger... For whe can 
tell where the injury will fall next? If one part of our 
preperty thay be detained from us for a long time, con 
trary to the plaineft promifes,; without our confent 
and without any unavoidable neceffity ; how can we 
kriow but that another ‘part may be foon as unjuftly 
wrefted from us inthe very firft inftance? In either 
taie the injuftice is equally real and equally manifeft : 
and which would be the ereater evil of the two, 
can be determined only by concurrent circumftances, 
If our property mutt be.taken or detained without our 
confent, what great choice is there as to the mode, 
whether it be taken by: fraud or by force, whether we 
be robbed by an highwayman or cheated by a knave? 
In this latter cafe we have often the long pain of repeated 
difappointments, which does not take place inthe former: 
Further, is it. certain that Government. will never a- 
Cc 
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gain want the voluntary aid of individuals, ‘aid which 
fie cannot compel them to yield? Should fhe be a- 


_-gain ‘in fuch a fituation what encouragement would in- 


dividuals have to afford the needed aid? Will they 
not be ready to fear that all State-policy is founded 
‘merely on Machiavelian principles, and that public 
bodies will praétife fraud in order to accomplifh their 
own ends, whenever they can do it with impunity ?— 
Honeft minds hope that fuch fears are groundlefs, and 
that fome public Communities at Ieaft, as_well as fome 
individuals, mean to make juftice a rule of conduct. If 
this be the cafe, let us make it manifeft by our owncon-= 
dué; if it benot the cafe, let the truth be known, that 
faithful citizens and honeft men’may be no longer de- 
ceived and duped out of their property. Hea pietas, 
beu publica fides} 

_ But the moft pernicious confequence of our public 
injuftice is ftillto be mentioned. It has a fatal influ- 
ence upon the morals of the people at large. Itis like 
the fin of Jereboam the fon of Nebat; it makes Ifrael 
to fin, and thereby ftill further provokes the Lord God 
of Ifrael to anger. It is atrite obfervation and a very. 
juft one, That example has more influence than pre~ 
cept. Andif our public conduct may be adduced by 
knaves and fharpers, as an example and pretext of in- 
jultice, will it not havea greater tendency to promote 
this evil than all our Jaws will have to prevent it? Too 
many are there of that fmooth-fpeaking clafs of people, 
who mean to get their living out of others; who; 
whenever they can run into debt, confider it.as fo much 
clear gain; becaufe, forfooth, they can make ample 
payment by fair promifes and foft words, by complaints 
of the fearcity of money and the hardnefs of the times. 
Better payment than this they do not wilh to make, 
The words of their mouths are Jmccther than butter, but 
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war is in their beart: Their words are fofter than cil, 
vet are they drawn fwords. Toour reproach and our 
thame, we are already too much inclined to difhonefty. 
It is already practifed by too many to the detriment of 
the Public, and to the ruin of their own true intereft 
both temporal and. eternal. Too. many motives are 
there already to this accurfed evil, too many are its 
friends and votaries. For Gods fake let it not have 
any more. Many even of our religious focieties have 
long conduéted as if they thought it no evil to violate 
the moft explicit and folemn covenants with the minif- 
ters of religion by Withholding from themtheftipulated 
fupport. If the religious fcarcely efcape this evil, 
what may be expected from the ungedly and_ profane? 
There is, however, a generation that are pure in their 
awn eyes, andyet is nat wafbed from their fithine/s. Let 
this wife maxim be remembered by us all, and particu- 
larly by thofe very religious people who make high pro- 
feflions of Chriftianity, and yet at the fame. tine bid 
defiance to the plaineft rules of juftice, and trample un- 
der foot the moft facred obligations of truth and plight- 
ed faith. 

3, Another particular evil by which we are endan- 
gered, is the want of true patriotifm. By true patrio- 
tilm I mean a real concern for the welfare of our whole 
country in general. This patriotifin is a branch ofthat 
extenfive benevolence which is highly recommended by 
our holy religion, and is at the fame time moft evident- 
ly confentaneous to the dictates of found reafon. Ge- 
nuine patriotifm of the beft kind, is peculiar to thofe 
only who are poffeffed of a principle of true virtue. 
Some femblances and imitations of this patriotifm are 
neverthelefs tobe found in thofe who are not, on the 
whole, ofa truly virtuous character. Yet even thele 
imitations of pure patriotifm have often proved very 
beneficial in civil focicty, 
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While the war. lafted our patriotifm was. eminent 
and produced the moft happy effects. Common dang~- 
er was a common bond of union, cementing us toge- 
ther. But as this bond has now in fome meafure cea~ 
fed, there is danger that our union will not be fo great 
as will be neceflary far the general good. There is 
danger not only that factions will arife in particular 
States, but that particular States will attempt to purfue 
their own particular interefts without a due: regard ta 
the common good, and perhaps in direct oppofition to 


it. But we fhould remember that thefe States are, by 


voluntary and folemn agreement. united as one nation, 
one body, of which each particular State is a member. 


And the eye cannot fay unto the hand, I have no need of: 
thee: nor again the bead to the feet, I have no need of 


yous but the members lbould have the fame care one for 
another.* It will doubtlefs be neceflary not only that 
individual perfons, bur alfo particular States fhould of- 
ten give up, in many cafes, their own particular intereft 
for the common benefit. “To do thus is generous, is 
wife, is neceflary for our exiftence as a free and indepen- 
dent people. Some generous examples of this kind 
have been given, and it is to be hoped they will be uni- 
oR followed. If we are unwilling to act on this 
liberal fcale we fhall be in perpetual danger of that evil 
which our Saviour points out ‘when he tells us, “That 
every kingdom divided againft itfelf connot fland. bus 
is brought to defolation.” Pies Fr Bee | 

It was the want of this extenfive patriotifm that ru- 
ined the States of Greece. A party {pirit, a fpirit of 
jealoufy and difcord prevailed among them, anid divifi- 


- ons and wars expofed them for a long time to the in- 


yvafions of the Perfian Empire, and finally. fubjugated 
them all to the Macedonian yoke, ar Agee 
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If the fame {pirit prevail among us we have no reafon 
to fuppofe but it will produce the moft unhappy confe- 
quences. Human nature is the fame in every age, and 
fimilar caufes will produce fimilar effects. In this 
view we may fee how much it concerns us to fupport 
our grand bond of union, or, in other words, to main- 
tain the rights of our honourable Cungrefs, and even 
to enlarge their powers, fhould this be proved neceffa- 
ry for the general good.— 
_ That want of patriotifm, of which we fpeak, produ- 
ces very different effects in perfons who are in different 
fituations of life. It is nearly the fame thing with felf- 
ifhnefs, It often leads the ambitious and afpiring to 
feek.their own promotion by very improper means. It 
leads them into a mad purfuit of low popularity, to the 
violation of honour and honefty and to the neglect of 
the public good. For not thefe things, but popular 
applaufe and their own advancement in office are the 
objects of their firft concern. And they fometimes 
have their reward: but a very contemptible one it is, 
True popularity or the real efteem of the virtuous and 
the wife, procured by a fteady courfe of benevolent and 
virtuous condutt, is well worthy of purfuit and is indeed 
the greateft earthly good that we can enjoy. This po- 
pularity is not procured by time-ferving, by flattery or 
any improper compliances. It is feldom if ever gained 


‘without amanly oppofition, in fome cafes at leaft, to 


popular prejudice and vulgar error ~The man whe can 
make it appear that he confciencioufly aéts from a vir- 
tuous principle will command the veneration even of 
the moft unprincipled, and of thofe who oppofe him. 
But the fame of the popular drudge, that fame which 
1s gained by Jow arts of deceiving the ignorant and a- 
bufing their prejudices, to the public detriment, is not 
only unworthy of a Chriftian, but beneath the character 
of an honeft man. 
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This fame felfih fpirit, when it poffefies the minds, 
of the common people, has this bad confequence, a- 
mong many others, that it fubjeéts them to an undue in- 
fluence in the choice of civil rulers. Poffeffed of this 
{pirit, they will not regard the probity or abilities of the 
candidates for office; but will be very ready to give 
their voice for thofe to whom they happen to be parti- 
cularly attached by any private and finifter motives ; 
for thefe by whom they are moft humoured in their pre- 
judices and follies ; and efpecially for thofe who moft 
loudly exclaim againft the payment of public debts and 
moft vigoroufly oppofe taxation however jult or necef- 
fary. All fuch operations of felfifhnefs, whether in po- 
pular demagogues or in the people at large, in whate- 
ver fhape they appear, tend ultimately to the public de- 
triment and to the encourageinent of deceit and difho~ 
nefty. 
~ 4. A fourth evil by which we are threatened is a dif- 
regard of civil Authority. Great is our privilege in 
choofing our own rulers, and, by them, of making and 
-executing our own laws. But this privilege we are in 
great danger of abufing, for this flrange reafon, becaufe 
it is the effect of our own voluntary act. While the peo- 
Je at large'are too ready to yield to this temptation, 
even rulers themfelves are in danger of relaxing too far 
- the reigns of government, thro’ fear of difpleafing the 
people by whom they are chofen to.ofice. But cer- 
tain it is that no State canbe long happy or even an- 
{wer the moft important ends of civil fociety, unlefs go- 
vernment be revered and the law obeyed. Tyranny 
and defpotifin are undoubtedly very great evils, but 

greater ftill are the dangers of anarchy. 
Thofe perfons who have the moft power in their own 
hands are in the greateft danger of abufing it. No, 
people on earth have fo much power in their own hands 
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4s thofe of the United States. All the powers of gos 
vernment are at their difpofal. We ought therefore to 
be much on our guard againft the abufe of this. powers 
Phe abufe of this power may perhaps produce tyranny 
or ariftocracy ; but the proper ufe of it will be the beft 
way to prevent them both. Never let us forget that 
the dignity of government and _ the energy of the law, 
are effential to the continuance of our public happinels 
and profperity. Reafon and experience teach us this 
leffon, while the more fpecial voice of God. enforces 
the fame, by commanding every foul to be fubjett to the 

higher powers.T 
5. I will only add once more, in the fifth place, that 
we are in muchdanger of the evils which ale from 
luxury and extravagance in our expences. After all 
that has been faid in favour of foreign trade and fo~ 
reign luxuries, it ftill remains a demonftration in poli- 
tics,that when. our imports exceed our exports,the courfle 
of trade isagainft us, and we are conftantly growilg, 
oor. This, it is to be feared, is our ftate at the pre- 
fent, efpecially on account of thofe very extravagant 
importations which we have made fince the peace. 


Our very great confumption of foreign luxuries not 


only impoverifhes the country to an high degree, but 
atthe fame time, tends directly to enervate both our 
bodies and our minds, to produce. indolence and pride, 
and to. open the door to every temptation and every 
vice. In this.cafe, as well as many others, experience 
is a faithful teacher. And if we confult the experience of 
mankind in every age, and in every part of the world, 
we fhall not find a fingle inftance wherein luxury and. 
extravagance have fubferved the true intereft of a peo- 
ple. But inftances in which they have proved hurtful 
and ruinous are to be found in abundance. And to 
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Republican governments they have proved more fatal 
than to others. By cultivating induitry, frugality, an 
4 patriotic fpirit, Rome extended her conquefts where- 
ever fhe pleafed, and was revered as the Arbitrefs of 
kings and the Miftrefs of the world. But by adopting 
the luxuries of Afia where her arms had proved victo-~ 
rious; the foon enfeebled her true Republican fpirit and 
set co the way for herown ruin. Let not the fame 

cene be again acted over in America. America has by 
her noble exertions repelled the force of Britain. But 
if America perfifts in her prefent rage after Britifh gew- 
gaws and foreign luxuries, the muft expect the fate of 
Rome; her ancient predeceffor ; or at leaft, that very 
tinhappy confequences will enfue. To prevent thefe 
impending evils we need the exertions not oily of the 
fons; but alfo of the daughters of Ametica.. Very great 
are your influence abd importance, my fait hearers, in 
this refpeét, as well as in many others. Be affure 
that ceconomy and frugality with an elegance of drefs; 
- on the plan of that modeft appare) recommended by 
St. Peter, would add more grace to your charms and 
more dignity to your characters than all the tinfel of 
Britith ornament, or the greateft extravagance of foreign 
drefs.— . 

~ TI. Itnow remains that we exhibit, ina very con- 
cife manner that line of conduct which we ought to 
purfue in order to fecure, through the divine favour, the 
continuence of thofe bleffings which at the prefent we 
enjoy. ~ . 

In the firft place, it is, I conceive, fufficiently evi4 
dent that we ought moft earneftly to endeavour after a 
reformation of thofe particular evils aforementioned, 
and at the fame time, to ufe the beft means in order to 
prevent them for the future. We mutt firft ceale to de 
evil or we fhall never learn to do well. 
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7 Inthe Tecond place we muft ufe our beft endeavdurs 
to promote the practice of virtue and true religion. 

_1 will not indeed prefume to affert,, that Gad’s cons, 
dag towards nations under the gofpel, is exactly paral- 
lel to his conduct towards the ancient Ifraclites. They 
were under a difpenfation of grace different from ours, 
and, for along time under that peculiar kind of civil 
government which has been called a Tbeocracy. Nati- 
onal ble@ings are not promifed,, and national judge- 
ments are not threatened under the gofpel in like man- 
ner as they were undesthe law. .The gofpel being 4 
more fpiricual difpenfation, irs bleifings and its curles 
are of amore fpiritual nature, and lefs obvious to the 
view of the world. ‘They are. defigned, in a {pecial 
jnanner, to prepare perfons for the more full retributi- 
ons of eternity, This we know is the cafe with regar 
to the bleflings conferred, and the chaitifements. in- 
flicted.on the children of God, And that this is allo 
the cafe with regard to the judgements inflicted on the 
man of fin and his followers, we are exprefsly told: 
Ged foali fend thein firong delufion, that they feould be- 
lieve a lie: that they allmight be damned.* Still, this is 
certain, that by the conftitutign of nature which God 
has eftablifhed, vicé tends to the milery, and virtue to 
the happinefs not, only of individuals, but of public 
Communities, The pradtice of religion mut therefore 
be confidered as abfolutely effential to the belt Kate o 
public profperity, it muft,be fo, unlefs we may expect 
happitiefs in direct oppofition to the conftitution of na- 
ture and of nature’s God.“ Rizhieonfie/s exalteth a 
nation: but’ finis a reproach to any people.”~ This is 
the courfe of nature, this is the voice of heaven, this is 
he deerce of God. 


jn the'third place, we oright efpecially in the ufe of all 
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roper means, to pray fervently forthe effufions of the 
divine Spirit. 

Without a divine and fupernatural influence, true 
religion will never prevail. This is a doétrine clearly 
taught in divine revelation and perfeétly confonant to 
the dictates of reafon, It has been taught even by 
heathen Philofophers, fuch as Socrates and Plato, Ci- 
cero and Seneca. It has been acknowledged, in one 
fhape or another, in every nation and in every age. In- 
deed it may be confidered as a doétrine of natural reli- 
gion. Noris there any thing enthufiaftical or unrea- 
{unable in this dodtrine, any more than there isin that 
other great doétrine of natural religion. * That in God 
we live and move and bave our being.” Divine influ- 
ence is abfolutely neceffary both in the natural and in 
the moral‘ world. AJ creatures of every kind, from 
the moft exalted Seraph before the eternal throne, to’ 
the fmaileft animal which efcapes our fight, are wholly 
dependent on God, Our fouls and all their powers are 
in his hand, and he can form and incline them at his 


_ pleafure, in full confiftency with our moft perfe& free- - 


dom of action. ; 

That divine influence which is neceffary in order to 
@ pious life we are taught to expect from the operations 
of the third perfon in the holy Trinity. We cannot 
therefore do a more faithful or important fervice for 
our country than to:pray fervently and perfeveringly to- 
the Father of mercies, that he would’ by the energy of 
the Holy Ghoft, form the hearts of this people to an ho- 
ly life, and'thus “ Purify unto bimfelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.’ T 

In the review of our dubject, I think we-may juftly 
make this reflection: Let us net flatter ourfelves too 
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rouch with an idea of the future profperity and glory of 
thefe United States. 

While we thus flatter ourfelves, we are in danger of 
expecting the end without a proper attention to thole 
means which are abfolutely neceffary in order to obtain 
it. Young States are like young men; exceedingly 
apt, in imagination, to anticipate and magnify future 
fcenes of happinefs and grandeur, which perhaps they 
will never enjoy. It has lately become very fafhionabie to 
prophefy about the future greatnefs of this country; its 
aftonifhing progrefsin fcience, in wealth, inpopulation 
and grandeur : to tell of Lockes and Newtons, of poets, 
philofophers and divines greater than have ever yet 
lived ; of towering fpires, and fpacious domes, of po- 
pulous towns and cities rifing thick throughout an em- 
pire greater than the world has ever feen. Such repre- 
fentations may perhaps be beautiful in poetry and de- 
clamation,*but cannot with equal propriety be admic- 
ted, in an unqualified ifenfe, into ferious and didactic 
profe. » And true indeed it is, Providence has here laid 
a foundation for avery flourifhing and mighty empire. 
But although the foundation is laid, the fuperttructare 
is not yet finifhed, nor ever will be, unlefs we ufe the 
proper means. And whether we fhall ufe fuch means 
or not, is a matter of very great uncertainty. Foudati- 
ons for happinets have been often laid where happinefs 
has never followed This is nolefs trueof States and 
Kingdomsthan of individual perfons. It is remarkable 
that many places which were in ancient times, the feats 
of mighty States aud empires, and might perhaps have 
continued with increafing greatnefs to the prefent time, 
had proper means been ufed, are neverthelefs now co- 
vered with ruin and defolation, or at beft, in a very de- 

reffed and miferable condition. What is become of 
Nineveh and Babylon, and thofe mighty Empires of 
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which they were the capital cities? What is become 
of Perfepolis, of Antioch, of Jerufaiem, of Carthage, of 
‘Athens and Sparta? And how wide is the difference 
between ancient and modern Rome? Had the inhae 
bitancs of fuch places, from age to age, known the 
things of their peace and purfued them, their glory 
might have remained to the prefent day. % 
Tf we abufe the fignal favours which God has grant- 
ed us, we haveno right to expect that he will favour. us 
inthe like manner for the future. Although it be pof- 
fible we may, be a flourishing and happy people, 
it is equally pof>le we may be far otherwifes 
When we have reaghed the pinnacle of our hopes, itis 
often connected with evils tar greater than the lofs of 
that envied height would have been. The fafeion of this 
world paftth away. The greateft worldly good is often 
ficceeded by the @reateftevil; the greateft happinefs 
bythe greazeft mifery. Who would. haye, thought, 
after the happy eftablifhment of peace berween France 
and Britain, twenty years ago, that the late war be- 
tween Britain and America, with ajl its attending hor- 
rors, could-poffibly have taken place fofoon? | 
When God gave Lrael their requeft, but _fent leanne[sin~ 
to their fouls,t thele two things, takem in,, their connex~ 
ion, were the greateft curfe that could hawe. befallen 
-them. When Jephthah had ended a fuccefsful war a- 
gaint the children of Ammon, and thereby become the 
faviour of his country, he feemed to have ‘gained the 
whole defire of his heart, even al) that happinels for 
which he had moft ardently wifhed. But this fame e- 
vent which made him fo happy a man was clofely con~ 
pected with two fore evils which came nearer to his heart 
and more fenfibly affected him, than all his former con~ 
cerns refpe€ting the Ammonites. It was cannected 
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with themmournful affair refpecting his only child, and — 
jt was the occafioh of a very. bloody civil war in which, 
befide others, forty and two thoufand Ephraimites 
were flain with the word. And _ thus, as in ten thou- 
fand fimilar inftances, the occafion of his greateft hap- 
pinefs was turned into the occafion of his greateft mi- 
fery. ‘ ‘ 

_ So, although we haye gained that for, which we moft 
ardently wifhed, an happy period to the late war, yet 
we can by no means be ceytain but that fome far great- 
er evils are now before us. - We may be over-run and 
ruined both for time nd eternity by a torrent of vice 
and licencioyfnefs, with their neyer-failing attendants, 
infidelity and atheifm. We may be left to deftroy 
ourfelves by inteftine divifions and civil wars: or we 
may be vifited with fuch ficknefs and peftilence as would 
foon produce. a far greater deftruction than any war of 
what kind foever. God has many ways, even in the pre- 
fent world,to punifh the fins both of individuals and 
of nations. . He has ten thoufand arrows in his quiver, 
and canalways direct any or all of them unerring, to 
the victims of his wrath. No poffible concurrence of 
circumftances can {creen us from the notice of his eye 
or the power.of his hand. Neyer, never, can we be 
fecure but in the practice of true virtue and in the fa-~ 
your of Gad. 

From long and-general cuftom, it will, I conceive, 
be expected that I do not clofe this difcourfe without 
fome of thofe addreffes which have been ufual on the 
prefent occafion, ; 

' Itthe firft place, I beg leave, with great veneration 
to addrefs myfelf to his Excellency our Governor and 
Commander in Chief. 


a aed 
May it pleafe your Excervency, 

It is with great pleafure we behold you at the helm 
of government in this fovereign and independent State. 
While we fympathize with you under the burdens and 
difficulties of your very important ftation, we cannot 
but congratulate you on a variety of circumftances 
which are peculiarly fatisfactory. Highly honourable, 
in many refpects, is the office which your Excellency 
fills with fo much honour. Much dignity is derived 
to it from its high importance and extenfive utility.” Tt 
has been rendered honourable by a long fucceffion of 
worthy and eminent characters, who have filled it from 
6ne time to another, and particularly by that very 
juftrious and immortal ‘character, ‘your immediate 

redeceffor in office. Great is the honour of having a 
place in fuch a fucceffion as this, and much greater {till 
the honour of appearing in it, as your Excellencey does, 
with a venerable dignity. | Conneéticut can boaft of a 
number of her fons in the vigour of life, who are equal 
to the firft offices in government. Yet, by the fuffra- 
gesofa free and difcerning people, your Excellency, 
though far advanced in life, has been raifed to the firft 
chair of government. A greater mark of efteem could 
not have been given; an equal one, probably never 
was given by this ftate or by any other. ° 

Very great is the public e(teem for thofe abilities with 
which the Fountain of wifdom has endowed you, and 
for that large ftore of knowledge which you have ac- 
quired from a moft extenfive reading in the various 
branches both of civil and facred f{cience. And yet 
all good men rejoice that you are thus highly efteemed; 
not merely for your natural or acquired endowments, 
but more efpecially for the moral virtues and your fa- 
credregard for the religion of Jefus. May your fingular " 
piety and wifdom, your extenfive influence and moft 
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excellent example, contribute much to prevent thofe: 
public evils by which we are endangered. This effegt 


in fome good meafure they have already had, God grant 


they may have, ina ftill greater degree, the faine happy 
effect for the future. 

We cannot but view your Excellency as a Mofes, a’ 
Jofhua or a Samuel, giving the moft important in-- 
itruétions at the clofe of a moft ufetul life. With pain- 
ful apprehenfion of our great lofs, and yet with jay in 
the profpect of your far more exceeding gain, weview’ 
you as an Elijah ready to mount the fiery car and afcend 
to your native heaven, followed with the moft eager 
exclamations of your country: ‘“ my father, my father,’ 
the chariot of Ifrael and the horfemen thereof.”* When- 
ever that time fhall come, mournful to us but joyful 
to you, may a double portion of your {pirit defcend and’ 
reft upon your fucceffors in office and upon all our ci- 
vil rulers. May your Excellency have, both while: 
with us and when taken from us, all the peace and joy 
of that holy religion to which you have fo devoutly 
adhered. May the God ofall confolation be your fup- 
port through life and your portion forever. Amen.— 

May I now be permitted to turn my addrefs, witlr 
ereat refpect, to the other branches of our honourable: 
Legiflature ; to his Honour the Lieutenant Governor, 
the honourable affiftant Counfellors, and the very re- 
{peCtable Reprefentatives of the people. 

May it pleafe your Honours and the Gentlemen of 
the other houfe of Affembly. 

While profperity is dangerous to a people in general, 


it is peculiarly fo to thofe who are elevated. above the - 


common walks of life. Honour, power and wealth are 
attended with ftrong temptations, temptations which in 
moft inftances have proved too powertul for man. In- 
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déed they have beer and always will be too powerful for 
him, unlefs when he calls in foreign aid, even the aid 
of almighty grace. . They. who are poffeffed of thofé 
worldly goods, thofe envied diftinctions, it is to be fear- 
ed, often have their portion in this life-only, and are 
therefore of all men the mioft miferable. Hence that 
ancient objection agaiaft the Saviour when here on 
earth, “ Have any of the rulers, or of the Pharifees 
believed on him ?”*. Hence his own proverbial obfer- 
vation: * Itis eafier for a camel to go throngh the eye 
of a needle, than for a rich ,man to enter into the king- 
dom of God. "t Hence his queftion to the Jews :. 
“ How can ye believe; which receive honour one of 
another, and feek not the honour that cometh from 
God only ?”’+. Hence we read of thofe among. the 
chief rulets who, in {pite of conviction; refuled to con- 
fefs Chrift,i becaufe “ They, loved the -praife, of men 
fore than the praife of God.”’|. Hence the obfervation 
of St. Paul: “ Not many wile men after the. flefh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called.”(1) But al- 
though we thus fpeak in order to ftir up your pure minds, 
by way of remembrance, yet we hope better things of 
you, venerable Fathers, things which accompany t sa 
tion, and things which have a favourable alpett, both 
on our civil and on our religious concerns, 

Singularly happy has ‘Conneéticut, been, even from 
the beginning, ina Legiflature friendly not. only to .ci- 
vil liberty’ bucalfo to truereligion. And this moft ex- 
cellent character, we truft, may with PEOPEEH be ap- 
plied to. this. prefent honourable . Aflembly.. May all 
your public meafures and your whole conduct, be a de- 
monftracive proof that our hopes are well founded. 

Ina particular manner, may Yue vigourous exerti- 

ons be. direéted again{t thote evils by which we are 
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threateried-in our prefent profperous firuation.. More . 
elpecially, may fuch meafures be adopted as fhall be 
Well calculated to reftore public faith, and to free this 
State, fo far as poffible, from the crying guilt of pub- 
lic injuftice, which will otherwife be our reproach and 
perhaps our ruin. In the name of all -honeft men, let 
me prefume to entreat you, Ffon yured Fathers, that 
fuch meafures be not neglected. , 7 he God of Ifrael faid, 
tbe Rock of Ifrael fpake to me, He that ruleto over men 
muft be jaft, ruling in the fear of God.* The meafures. 


neceffary to the exercife of public juftice will accord 
with the judgement of all wife politicians as well as 
with the judgement of God and ofall good men. Such 
meafures may pofiibly be burdenfume; in fome degree 
to the people: But, weak or wicked we muft have 
been if we ever hoped to gain the glorious prize of in- 
dependence, without bearing burdéns and particularly a 
very confiderable burden of expence. The prize which we 
have gained, well improved, will infinitely more than 
counterbalance all the expences we have borne or ever 
need to bear. Every honeft inin will gladiy bear his 
proportion of fuch burdens, rather than to tranfgrefs the 
eternal law of righteoufnefs and truth. Every man 
who has the {malleft pretenfions to honour or fpirit; 
will willingly bear his proportion, rather than to be 
guilty of the meannefs, the bafenefs of cruelly defraud- 
ing the raoft faithful fervants of the Public; inorder to 
fave an-inconfiderable éxpence to himfelf. Every man 
who isuawilling to forward thofe meafures which, are 
neceffary in order to the exercife of public jultice, 
ought to lie under the imputation of fhameful ignorance 
or a more fhameful difhonefty. After all, fuch mea- 
fares may perhaps through the weaknefs of human na- 
ture, be unpopular with many dad meet with cppofti- 
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on. Butfhould they be oppofed by multitudes rua. 
merous as the arfny of Xerxes or the more numerous 

future armies of Gog and Magog, ftill, while engaged 

in the caufe of righteoufnefs, we may fay as the prophet 
- did when ‘he andhis fervant werefurrounded by a migh- 
ty Syrian hoft: ‘ Fear not; for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them.” All the hofts 
of the Lord in heaven and on earth will fupport us, 
while the Lord of hofts himielf will be on our fide. 
“ For the righteous Lord loveth righteoufne/s, his coun~ 
tenance doth bebold the upright.” He has given the 
ftrongeft evidence in his word and in his works, parti- 
cularly in the great work of Redemption, given the 
ftrongeft evidence of his unalterable determination to 
fapport the caufe of righteoufnefs and truth. Righte- 
oufnefs will finally ‘prevail over iniquity, and truth 
over falfehood.—Indeed were wedefigned only for the 
prefent world, even then the practice of juftice and the 
other moral virtues, would undoubtedly be the fafeft 
and the happieft courfe not only for individuals but for 
States and Kinedoms, 

In the executive department of Government, it is 
greatly to be wifhed not only that impartial juftice 
may be adminiflered, but that it be done with difpatch 
and with as little expence as may be confiftent with the 
dignity of Government. Unhappy indeed is the eafe 
when a legal procefs is attended with fuch expence, de- 
fay and ‘other embarrafments that one had better lofé 
his juft dues than to recover them by a courfe of law. 
Not a few inftances of this kind have taken place. Can 
no meatures be adopted which may ferve to remedy fo 
great anevil? : 

The Univerfity of this State, the education of youth 
and the advancement of literature, ‘are kindred objects 
of {ach manifettimportance,that itis prefumed they will 
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not pafs unnoticed by this honourable Affembly. May® 
you, Honoured Fathers, in your great wifdom and be- 
nevolence, adopt fuch meafures with regard to each of 
them as fhall be worthy of yourfelves and mot condu- 
ciye to the true intereft of the Public. And may all 
your meafures be fuch as. fhall evince to the world that 
you are not only our worthy and faithful civil fathers, 
but alfo that you are, at the fame time, afting in a “far 
more amiable and honourable character, eyen that ‘of 
Nurfing fathers to the church of Chrif. 

”_ Tnow beg the patience of this auditory, while, with 
the moft effectionate efteem and reverence, 1 addrefs 
myfelf to my fathers and brethren in the facred char- 
acter. , 

Reverend and worthy Sirs, ' 

Although Chrift’s kingdom is not of this world, yet 
is it perfectly friendly to civil goverament. It requires 
us to obey.and honour civil rulers, and to conduét our- 
felyes as peaceable and ufeful fubjects ofthe State. By 
ferving God and your generation. in this way, much 
good may bedone,and much has been done by the mem- 
bers of your venerable order. Great was your influ- 
ence and great your merit in producing the late glori- 
ous revolution. And although by the temporary lofies 
which moft of you have fuftained during the arduous 
conflic and even to the prefent day, you have doubilefs 
borne more than your equal proportion of the expen ces 
of the war, yet will this burden be confi ered as trifling 
when compared with. the peace of a good confciencé 
and the falyation of your country. 

Your virtuous exertions are now again greatly need~ 
ed in preventing thofe evils with which we are threat- 
ened in our prefent profperous ftate. Noorder of men 
have equal advantages with you, to warn the people 
againft the.encroachments of power on the one hand, 
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and the evils of anarchy on the other ; and at the fame 
time to inftrué them in all thofe various duties which 
they owe to civil rulers and to their country. - 
Let us however, never forget that civil and fecular 
affairs ought to. be viewed by us as matters of no more 
‘than a fecondary confideration, The weightier mat- 
ters of the law and the gofpel ought always to engage 
our chief attention, our higheft concern, = 
We are Ambaffadors for God to a, revolted world, 
Inthe guilt and wretchednefs of this revolt, we our- 
{elves are perfonally inyolved. Jefus in extremeft ago- 
nies both of body and foul, has died for our falvation. 
He has gone into heaven to prepare manfions of glo 
for his faithful followers. - Hell from beneath is mov inte 
to receive the defpifers of his grace. Satan and the 
powers of darknefs, in conjunction with the world and 
the fleth, are plotting the deftruétion of men, The 
people of our = i are daily paffing the vale of death 
and receiving the retributions of eternity. ‘The eye of 
‘omnifcience is continually upon us. He who walketh 
in the midft of the golden candlefticks and holdeth 
the frars ip bis right band, hath faid, “All the 
churches foall knew that I am be which Jearcheth the reins 
and hearts: and I will give unto every. one of you ac- 
cording to your works.” “We watch for fouls’ as thofe 
who muft give an accourt : Af unfaithful, an aggravated - 
doom will be our portion: if faithful, we are unto God 
afweet favour of Chrifl. in them that are faved and in 
them that perifo. “And who is fufficient for thefe things ? 
What manuer of perfons then, ought we to bein all holy 
converfation and godlinefs? With what ‘fervour and 


fidelity ought we to preach the pure doétrines of the 
gofpel and the ynfearchable-riches of Chrift ?—Death 
will foon put an end to our labours. Let us be anima- 
ted by the promifed prefence of our great Lord and 
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.Mafter and by his voice which now fpeaks to each one 
of us in’particular, faying ‘¢ Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” Amen. 

~ Let me now conclude with one word to this who 
numerous and refpectable Auditory. : 
Fellow Citizens and fellow Chriftians, ae 

Great are the benefits‘of good government. But: 
let us not imagine that thefe benefits are'to be expected 
by us, unlefs, asa people and as, individuals, we are 
willing to perform thofe duties which we owe to our ~ 
civil rulers and to the Public in general. Unfpeakably 
great are the bleffings of the gofpel. But let us not 
imagine that minifters or churches or any power what- 
ever can force thefe bleffings upon us without our con- 
fent. They are not, they cannot be ours unlefs we 
live as the gofpel directs. 

We are happy in being now met togetherin this large 
Affembly and on this great occafion. But before the 
next return of this Aniverfary, how many, who are now 
here, will belong to the great congregation of the dead, 
and be fixed unalJterably in their eternal 'ftate! Who, 
where, now in this affembly are the perfons thus deftined 
fo foon to another world? Perhaps none more likely 
than the perfon fpeaking, were we! to! form our 
judgement from apparent fymptoms, But if this be the 
cafe with him, he is not alone. Others wil] alfo 
travel with him the fame dark road of death. And 
what one individual here prefent can fay that he is not 
one of thisnumber? Are we all prepared for our eter- 
nal ftate ? In that ftate we fhall all foon be found, 
while other bufy mortals, like ourfelves, will take our 
places on this ftage of life. And never, never fhall we 
all meet together again, till we meet with the affembied 
Univerfe before the tribunal of our final Judge. 

- The God of all grace enable us fo to live that we 
& 
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may, atthat folemn-period, be found. on theright hand. , 
ofour Judge, and, by the fentence of his mouth, have 
our portion afligned us with a far greater and more’ glo- 
rious affembly than the prefent; even with the general 
affembly and church of the frit. born which are written in 
beaven ; with thefpirits of jut men made perfec, with an 
iunumerable company of angels, with Fe/us the Mediator 
of the new.covenant and, with God the Fudge of all.—- 
Bleffiug,and honour and glory and power be unto bim thas 
Sitteth ou the throne and unto the Lamb, forever and ever, 


